Acts of the Apostles--Bible Study Process
Thank you for participating in our congregation’s training in discipleship through the Acts Bible Study Process!  I believe Jesus Christ will bless you, and you will be a blessing to others as you read and discuss Scripture, then pray together.  I will be praying for every team and for you.






Pastor Peggy Ogden-Howe

Guidelines:

1.
Form a team.  Ask one or two others to meet.  (Form groups of two’s or three’s.)  Persons in a team must be gender specific, females with females, males with males.  (This avoids wives and husbands from meeting together, multiplies connections in the congregation, and reduces temptations.)
2.
Decide when and where to meet for forty-five minutes each week March-May 2010.

3. 
Follow this easy format for each meeting of forty-five minutes.

10 minutes
Check in with each other.  Purpose: build relationships.  For instance, you could ask, “How’s it been with you this past week?” 

20 minutes
Have conversation about the text. (You read the chapters ahead of time; refer to the chart on the reverse side of this paper.)  Ask questions for reflection, such as

· What is God/Jesus doing in these chapters?
· What are people doing in the chapters?

· What is the Holy Spirit doing?

· What lessons are here for the church in that day?

· What are lessons for us today?

· What is this telling us about a possible vision of God’s purpose for us now?

· What difference did prayer make?

· What is new in the life of the first Christians?


15 minutes 
Pray together.  At least 15 minutes.  Pray for each other, what you heard in Scripture, needs of ministries in our congregation, ability to see what is God has preferred future, boldness to act on what God shows, needs of the world.  No less than 15 minutes. 


________________________

45 minutes=Total  weekly time together.   (10 + 20 + 15 = 45)

No need to appoint leaders, take notes, report discussions, put your meetings on the church calendar.  Just meet, study Scripture, and pray.  How simple is that!  It is following the example of the first believers:  “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers” (Acts 2:42).

The purpose is to train every adult member in discipleship, using a biblical method that Scripture reported as producing incredible growth of believers and the Church!  It is the first step in a process of strategic planning for congregations.  

May the Holy Spirit bless you richly as you dwell in the word of God!

